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New Hartford Students Named to 2021  

All-Eastern Symphonic Band and Orchestra 

Congratulations to Leon Zong and Rose Head for being selected for the 2021 All-Eastern Sym-
phonic Band and Orchestra.  The ensembles are made up of high school musicians from Con-
necticut, Delaware, Massachusetts, Maryland, Maine, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, 
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, and Vermont.  Leon and Rose will participate in a “Virtual Week-
end” experience March 4-6, 2021 that 
will include keynote speakers, master 
classes with professional musicians, re-
hearsals with their conductors as well as 
opportunities to learn and network with 
colleges and universities of various types 
and participate in mock auditions.  The 
two New Hartford music seniors will rec-
ord their performance from home led by 
a virtual performance of their conduc-
tor.  The recordings will be edited togeth-
er to produce a virtual ensemble for the 
concert performance which will be premi-
ered on April 23rd at 8:30pm.    

CALENDAR 

 

 

MARCH 12TH 

HIGH SCHOOL EARLY 

RELEASE  10:40 AM 

DISMISSAL 

 

MARCH 14TH 

DAYLIGHT SAVING 

TIME BEGINS 

 

MARCH 17TH  

ST. PATRICK’S DAY 

 

MARCH 20TH 

FIRST DAY OF SPRING 

APRIL 2ND 

SPRING RECESS BEGINS 
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Symphonic Band Zooms  

Virtual Music Clinic 

SSgt. Courtney Morton joined a Zoom session with the 

Symphonic Band class at New Hartford High School on 

Wednesday, March 3rd to present a virtual music clinic for 

the students.  SSgt. Morton plays flute and piccolo for 

President's Own Marine Band and she talked about her 

journey from High School in California to music school in 

San Francisco to professional flute auditions and finally to 

landing her dream job with the Marine Band.  She gave an 

overview of what her typical day is like in Washington and 

gave the students some tips on practicing and how to 

overcome "nerves" in music performance situations.  SSgt. 

Morton also performed short music compositions and al-

lowed time for a question and answer session at the end 

of class.  She was truly inspiring for all!  
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NH-Ithaca Model UN  
Conference 
By J.F. Walters 
 
Like seemingly every aspect of education these days, high 
school clubs have had to face formidable challenges posed 
by the COVID-19 Pandemic. Of course, French playwright 
Molière might remind us that “The greater the obstacle, 
the more glory in overcoming it.” Glory may not have 
been exactly what inspired this group of students, but 
overcoming obstacles they most certainly did.  
 
Concerned about a lack of conference opportunities in the 
Model United Nations (MUN) arena this year, two schools 
from Upstate New York––New Hartford Sr. High School 
and Ithaca High School––pooled their talents to create the 
NH-Ithaca MUN Conference. Crafted by New Hartford 
MUN president Imam Mian (‘22), the bilateral conference 
took place on Saturday, 30 January 2021 via Zoom. The six
-hour event featured 24 student participants, including 
Mian and Ithaca’s Manny Deol (‘21) serving as highly-
skilled co-chairs of the conference. Debate topics included 
“The Aftermath of the Second Nagorno-Karabakh War” 
and “Combating State-Sponsored Labor Trafficking.”  
 
Although Ithaca took home the coveted “Conference Best 
Delegate” honor, New Hartford secured two noteworthy 
awards. Representing France, an “Outstanding Delegate” 
award went to Lucas Kritz (‘21) while Jacob Lester (‘21) 
landed an “Honorable Delegate” accolade as the repre-
sentative from Azerbaijan. Along with his Ithaca counter-
part, Mian expertly chaired the conference, offering lead-
ership and guidance to veterans and neophytes alike. By 
the time the computer dust had settled on the final de-
bate of the afternoon, it was imminently clear that stu-
dents from both schools had found it to be engaging, valu-
able, and enjoyable. Indeed, delegates are currently in 
talks to see if it can be made into an annual event be-
tween the two high-performing schools.   
 
The conference had another notable component. Mr. 
Matthew “Matteo” Prokosch, the Ithaca High School Mod-
el UN advisor, is a New Hartford grad. In fact, the Class of 
2009 alumnus was a former Model UN-er himself back 
when Mr. Tom Snizek and Mr. John Slater used to advise 
the club. With seven years under his Valextra belt, Com-
rade Prokosch––as he is known to his students––currently 
teaches AP European History and Global History at Ithaca 
High.  
 
The New Hartford High School squad is advised by Mr. J.F. 

Walters, an ill-humored history teacher for whom 
“masking up” during the pandemic has proven to be an 
upgrade in his overall appearance, saving many students 
the distraction of looking at his Habsburg-like jaw.  
 
New Hartford Model UN will be next participating in the 
Central New York Model UN Conference  (CNYMUN) later 
in February.  

Jacob Lester Lucas Kritz 

New Hartford Model UN  Student Members 
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Happy Women’s Month from  

Students For Equality and Justice 
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 Strong Showing From New 
Hartford Art Students in 
Scholastic Art Competition 
 

The Art Department would like to extend congratulations 
to the New Hartford Senior High Art students for a great 
showing at this year’s Scholastic Art Competition! The Alli-
ance for Young Artists and Writers is a national organiza-
tion that identifies and celebrates Middle and High School 
artists who demonstrate exceptional creative talent. This 
organization sponsors the Regional and Nation-
al Scholastic Art Competitions, as well as awarding prizes 
and scholarships for selected artwork that display 
“originality, technical skill, and the emergence of personal 
vision or voice”.  

In a year where students created their work almost com-
pletely through virtual instruction, New Hartford Art stu-
dents took that challenge in stride and received a total of 
14 awards. In addition, two Seniors also received special 
commendations for exceptional work.  Julia Tupaj was 
awarded Best Photograph, while Gavin Schiavi is an Amer-
ican Visions Award Nominee. Congratulations to all the 
New Hartford artists who participated in the 
2021 Scholastic Art Awards! The following is a list of this 
year’s award winners: 

Gold Key Award (First Place): Alexandra Freytag (So.)- 
Photography; Gavin Schiavi (Sr.)-Drawing and Illustration 
and American Visions Nominee; Julia Tupaj (Sr.)-
Photography and Best Photograph Award 

Silver Key Award (Second Place): Alexandra Freytag (So.)- 
Photography Awards(2); Elijah Groves (Sr.)- Photography 
Awards(2); Zachary Tomassi (Sr.)-Drawing and Illustration 

Honorable Mention: Emilee Clarey (So.)-Sculpture; Tess 
Evans (Sr.)- Photography Awards (2); Katherine Pine (Jr.)-
Design; Samantha Testa (Jr.)-Drawing and Illustration; 
Gianna Yacobucci (Jr.)-Drawing and Illustration; 

Unfortunately, at the moment we are not able to get a full 

group photograph of the students and their winning work, 

but you can view all of the winning pieces on the New 

Hartford Aesthetics Instagram Page (https://

www.instagram.com/newhartfordaesthetics/). 

Gianna Yacobucci-Drawing- 

Messy Hair 

https://www.instagram.com/newhartfordaesthetics/
https://www.instagram.com/newhartfordaesthetics/
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Julia Tupaj-Photograph Zachary Tomassi-Draweing 

Samantha  Testa-Drawing 

Gavin Schiavi-Drawing 
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Katherine Pine-Design-                      

NH Masque Fundraiser Logo 

Elijah Groves-Photograph-Fading Flash 

Alexandra Freytag-Photograph-

Rabbit Holes 
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Elijah Groves-Photograph-Movement Tess Evans-Photograph-Limitless Design 

Alexandra Freytag-Photograph-Playing With Smoke 
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Tess Evans-Photograph                                           

Veridian 

Alexandra Freytag-Photography                                                                              

Thendara 

Scholastic     

Art Awards 
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Emilee Clarey-Three Dimensional Design                                                                      

Unhinged 

Scholastic Art 

Awards 2020 
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News from the Counseling Department 
 

2021-22 Course Registration Information: Counselors are finish-
ing registering students for courses for the 2021-22 school year.  
Detailed information about courses can be found on our website 
https://www.newhartfordschools.org/Page/2676 .  Students 
must meet (in-person, phone call or Zoom) with their counselor 
to review graduation requirements and to “lock” their selec-
tions.  Counselors also provide guidance to students developing 
post-secondary plans. 

 

 

Senior News:  Many acceptance letters will come out in March 
and April.  Students should update their acceptance information 
in their Naviance account or see their counselor.  Also, once you 
make a deposit at the college your child will be attending in the 
fall, please have your child indicate that in Naviance or let their 
counselor know.  We need to know where to send your final 
transcript!  

 

 

 

 

 

So  

Plan Announced for          

Students to Return to  Full 

Time In-Person Classes 
It is great to have students back in school attending in-

person classes!  Students returned to the hybrid learning 

model following Mid-Winter Break.  Now, The New 

Hartford Central Schools Board of Education has an-

nounced plans to begin full time...5 days a week...in-

person classes beginning April 12th, 2021 barring any un-

foreseen circumstances. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Full/Part-time Drivers Needed                               

Interested  in having a positive impact on students’ lives?   

In most cases, drivers are the first school employee stu-

dents see in morning and the last (SRP) employee they 

see at the end of 

the day.  Contact 

transportation Di-

rector, Scott 

Gaffney at 624-

1239 for infor-

mation about train-

ing and benefits. 

https://www.newhartfordschools.org/Page/2676
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St. Patrick’s Day History and        
Traditions by Staff Writer, Patty O’Furniture 

 
Every year on March 17, the Irish and the Irish-at-heart 
across the globe observe St. Patrick's Day (Irish: Lá Fhéile 

Pádraig). What began as a religious feast day for the pa-
tron saint of Ireland has become an international secular 
festival celebrating Irish culture with parades, dancing, 
special foods and a whole lot of green.  
 
St. Patrick, the pa-
tron saint of Ireland 
and the Irish, was 
born about 385 A.D. 
in Northern Wales. 
He studied religion 
in Europe to become 
a priest and bishop. 
He then brought 
Christianity to the 
Irish as a teacher 
and missionary in 
Ireland for 29 years. 
According to early 
Irish tradition, he 
died on March 17, 
461 AD. The anniversary of his death is celebrated as Saint 
Patrick's Day.   The Symbol of Shamrocks: An Irish tale 
tells of how Patrick used the three-leafed shamrock to 
explain the Holy Trinity. He used it in his sermons to repre-
sent how the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit could all 
exist as separate ele-
ments of the same 
entity. His followers 
adopted the custom of 
wearing a shamrock 
on his feast day. Green 
is   associated with 
Saint Patrick's Day be-
cause it is the color of 
spring, Ireland, and 
the shamrock.   
St. Patrick, beyond converting the pagan Irish to Christiani-
ty, is most known around the world as having driven all 
the snakes out of Ireland through trickery.  Fact: To this 
day, there are no snakes in Ireland other than those ex-
isting in zoos or kept as pets. 
 
Almost everyone considers themselves to be Irish on St. 
Patrick’s Day. Celebrations and parades occur in many   
U.S. cities and cities in nations around the world.    

Even General Mills (who was never 
a general) headquartered in Min-
neapolis, MN uses a leprechaun to 
market it’s Lucky Charms Cere-
al….claiming it’s magically deli-
cious! 

According to legend, Saint Patrick used 

the three-leafed shamrock to explain 

the Holy Trinity to Irish pagans.  

Saint Patrick May Have Regretted His Decision 

to Drive the Snakes Out of Ireland! 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irish_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shamrock
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Trinity

